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There had been some doubt as to whether the Hohenzollerns
would let her come so soon and Queen Victoria had made
herself a great nuisance. Fritz did not go with her and
William was too young to travel, for which fact she was
grateful. She was dreading the day when her parents
discovered William's deformity for the first time.

At Osborne, father and daughter were constantly seen
together. Their faces showed their genuine delight in one
another. Prince Albert told Stockmar how he had found
his Vicky ' a most charming companion, so well, so gay,
much better-looking, somewhat grown, and in excellent
'spirits.'

While they walked in the grounds at Osborne Prince
Albert told Vicky that it was time a wife was found for
Bertie. A wife suitable to Bertie needed very careful choos-
ing. The boy did not much want to marry anybody. Prob-
ably it would be best if some suitable German Princess could
be. found, though that was not essential. Vicky must look
around and keep her eyes and ears open when she got back
to Berlin. He was making a list of Continental Protestant
Princesses. He would send it to her so that she could make
discreet inquiries about each of them.

Vicky returned to Prussia, but at Christmas both she and
Fritz came to Windsor and they were there for Bertie's
birthday. They still considered William too young to
travel. Vicky made a point of seeing her old ruler ' Laddie '
(Lady Lyttleton) during this visit.

' The dear Princess came in, habited and hatted and cock-
feathered from her ride, looking very well, but in a very bad
cold,' records ' Laddie/ ' She embraced me and received
me most kindly, and took me into her magnificent sitting-
room, where I spent almost an hour with her, till she had
to go and change her dress for luncheon. She talked much
oi her baby and inquired after everybody belonging to me
and seemed as happy as ever.'

These references to the ' happiness ' of the Princess Royal
recur so constantly in the correspondence of the period
relating to her that they become remarkably tiresome. This